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Looking Back at the Third International 
Conference of the East Asian 
Consortium of Japanese Studies
MATSUDA Toshihiko（Professor）
The International Research Center for Japanese Studies （Nichi bun-
ken） and the Japan Foundation co-hosted the third international 
conference of East Asian Consortium of Japanese Studies from 
October 26 to 28, 2018, at Nichibunken and Kyoto Research Park. 
The conference was established to facilitate international academic 
exchange between scholars of Japanese studies from East Asia and 
other regions of the world. The first and second conferences were 
hosted in South Korea and China, respectively, and the third attract-
ed 325 participants.
　Following the opening ceremony on the first day, Lee Sungsi, pro-
fessor of the Faculty of Letters, Arts and Sciences at Waseda 
University, gave a keynote presentation entitled “Japanese Studies in 
a Globalizing World.” After that came a panel discussion “Rethinking 
Japanese Studies” by panelists including Professor Mariko Tamanoi 
of the University of California, Los Angeles, and Associate Professor 
Rustin Gates of Bradley University.
　A total of 34 panel sessions were held on the second and third 
days, each consisting of presenters from various countries and 
regions. The diverse backgrounds of the presenters contributed to 
lively discussions. The fields represented ranged widely, including 
history, literature, the arts, political science, and religious studies. 
The sessions coincided with an international symposium on the 
theme “A Media-mixing Popular Culture,” in which presentations 
were given by members of Nichibunken’s institute-based NIHU 
Transdiscliplinary Project “Historical and International Research 
into Popular Culture to Pursue New Images of Japan.” A large audi-
ence also gathered for Nichibunken Professor Inaga Shigemi’s spe-
cial lecture “Why Study the History of Pirates Now?”
　At the closing ceremony on the third day, Liu Jianhui, Nichi-
bunken Deputy Director-General, Shyu Shing-Ching, Chinese 
Culture University College of Foreign Languages President, Park 
Cheol-Hee, dean of the Seoul National University Graduate School of 













rudder” （Rangaku kotohajime ［1815］）, participation in the Olympics 
was another strenuous “beginner” effort for Japan.
　It was a memorable evening. University of Tokyo Professor 
Emeritus Mitani Hiroshi and authority on the history of physical 
education in Japan Kinoshita Hideaki （former professor at Nihon 
University） commented on the lecture. After the talk, I also had the 
opportunity to speak with the son of Oda Mikio （Japan’s first gold 
medalist） and a relative of Ōmori Hyōzō （Japanese team manager 
for the Stockholm Olympic Games）, as well as the current vice presi-
dent and board members of the Japanese Olympic Committee.
























Rinsen Shoten, October 2018.
牛村圭編『文明と身体』臨川書店、2018年10月
Mitsuyo WADA-MARCIANO, ed.,
“Posuto 3. 11” Media gensetsu saikō.





Team Research Reports and Other Publications
共同研究報告書等
This collection of scholarly papers attempts to reconsider modern 
Japanese views of civili zation based on the theme of the body, intro-
ducing examples from past and present, East and West—from 
Ancient Rome to World War II.
In the distribution of public discourse through the mass media, 
whose are the voices we should pay attention to? Japan’s March 2011 
University Beijing Center for Japanese Studies Director reviewed 
the conference, calling it extremely fruitful, with each session offer-
ing insightful presentations and earnest discussion. At the same 
time, we were reminded that more must be done to advance interac-
tion with young scholars and how to make available the results of 
research. The next conference is scheduled for November 2019 at 
National Taiwan University.
